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EARLY DAYS OF EHRA 



 







Europace 2005 Prague 

Venue: Congress centre Prague 

 

• Total attendance : 3613 

• Abstracts 
•  952 submitted abstract 

•  687 accepted abstract 

•  72,20% acceptance rate 

• 2 live cases (IKEM, Homolka) 





EHRA Board 2007-
2009 









Eastern Countries Initiative 

• Spontaneous initiative of several EHRA members to 
arrange for addressed help in a group of Eastern 
European countries to catch up with the rest of the 
Europe 

• Feb 2010 Pilsen – Czech Working group on 
arrhythmias and pacing invited representatives from 
different countries of Eastern Europe 

• Goal: identify specific problems and suggest how 
EHRA could help with solution 

• 16/17 participated, presented their views 

 



UN definition: 

BG, CZ, H, PL, Ro, RUS, SK, BY, MD, UKR 

http://populationpyramid.net 

738.442.000 

2015 



Why are „Eastern“ or „Balkan“ Countries 
Different? 



What are the Consequences? 

• Long separation from the rest of the scientific 
community 

• Insufficient „critical mass“ of physicians with 
appropriate knowledge, training and skills 

• Difficult access to novel technologies and 
drugs 

• Minimal public awareness (both in medical 
and general communities)  

• Refractoriness of public health care systems 
to new therapies (absence of reimbursement)  



Request for specific EHRA Educational 
Programmes (2010) 

elo 
Auri
cchi

o 

• Promotion of 1 year training fellowship programme 

• Proctorship programme  

• Short term training felowship programme  

• EHRA educational sessions at national congresses 

• EHRA Educational materials 

• ...... 

 



ICD for Life Project 

• Slogan formulated in 2010 meeting (Budapest) 

 

• Further content was added within next 2 years  

 

• EHRA endorsed project for electrophysiologists, 
industry partners, politicians and patient organizations, 
focusing on fight against sudden cardiac death in 
individual countries 

 

• Project requiring own structure that will coordinate 
individual projects in a given countries to increase 
patient access to ICD implantation 

 

 



The Reality? 



ICD for Life project 

• Reality:  

• Public contest, 3 countries selected (Georgia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Romania) 

• Negotiations with industry failed (no specific 
structure allowed to be formed) 

• Two successful political and educational meetings 
organized in Tbilisi (Georgia) and in Sarajevo 
(Bosnia&Herzegovina) with the help of industry 

• The logo…. 

 



And video on SCD have remained …. 



FELLOWSHIPS ON DEVICES (2007-2015) 

Number of 
fellowships  

Eastern 
Europe/Russ

ia 

Western 
Europe/Gre

ece 

Other  

 
24 

 
8 (33 %) 

 
11 (46%) 

 
5 (21%) 

EE/WE RATIO: 42% VS 58 %  



FELLOWSHIPS ON ABLATION (2007-2015) 

Number of 
fellowships  

`Eastern 
Europe`/Rus

sia 

`Western 
Europe`/Gre

ece 

Other  

 
87 

 
32 (37 %) 

 
42 (48%) 

 
13 (15%) 

EE/WE RATIO: 43% VS 57 %  



The Mission of EHRA 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“To improve the quality of life of the 
European population by reducing the 
impact of cardiac arrhythmias and 

reduce sudden cardiac death.”  



We still have a lot to do…. 

Country Population IPG CRT ICD Ablation 

Belarus  9.6 2970 49 172 807 

Bulgaria 6.9 3726 303 47 663 

Hungary 9.1 6393 941 956 3469 

Romania 21.7 4258 289 332 1358 

Ukraine 44.3 5258 85 57 2371 

Czech R 10.6 9447 1872 2138 5855 

2015 EHRA WHITE BOOK 







Thank you very much for your attention… 


